Chapter Two

Rebuild My House: From Vatican Il to Pope Francis

Key Theme

The primacy of evangelization.

Corresponding Videos
Divine Renovation: An Interview with Fr Mallon Part 2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pRbAuzhaA9Q

Takeaways

e The roots of our modern focus on evangelization are found in the Second Vatican
Council. With each successive pope, from St. Pope Paul VI who wrote
“Evangelization in the Modern World” (Evangelii Nuntiandi), to St. Pope John Paul
[, who coined the phrase “New Evangelization,” to Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
who emphasized a “personal encounter and personal relationship with Jesus” to
Pope Francis, a deeper understanding of evangelization has developed. (p. 27-
41)

e We are called to holiness because we are baptized. (p. 28)

e Pope Paul VI defines evangelization: “It has been possible to define evangelization in
the terms or proclaiming Christ to those who do not know Him, of preaching, of
catechesis, of conferring Baptism and the Sacraments.” (EN. no 17) (p. 29)

e ‘“Evangelizing is in fact the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her deepest
identity. She exists in order to evangelize, that is to say, in order to preach and teach,
to be the channel of the gift of grace, to reconcile sinners with God, and to
perpetuate Christ’'s sacrifice in the Mass, which is the memorial of His death and
glorious resurrection” (EN. No 14).

e “.. the proclamation of Christ is not only the summit of all evangelising activity, but is
the supreme duty of the Church and every individual believer.” (p. 31)

e “In our pastoral experience, often sincere people who leave our church do not do so
because of what “non-Catholic” groups believe, but fundamentally for what they live;
not for doctrinal but for vivential reasons; not due to theological problems, but to
methodological problems of our Church.” (p. 39)
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Chapter TWO (continued)

Rebuild My House: From Vatican Il to Pope Francis

Discussion Questions

1 To what extent is your parish enabling “the universal call to holiness” and “the
universal call to mission” from the Second Vatican Council? Does your parish’s
mission field go beyond registered parishioners? Why or why not?

2 What amount of your parish energies are focused on evangelization?

3 Do your parish activities reflect the definition (above in the “Key Takeaways”) given
by Pope Saint Paul VI? Yes, no, partially?

4 Do people in the parish talk about their personal faith in Jesus? If so, how?

5 Do you model or support parishioners, teaching them how to share their faith in
Jesus?

6 Why do people join your parish? Why do people leave your parish?

Notes:
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